“The gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable.”
- Romans 11:29

3410 Lemay Ferry Road
St. Louis, Missouri 63125
314-631-9217 https://afftonpc.org/
August 16, 2020 - 20th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Meet with us online or via phone at 10 am:
Click here to join via Zoom
Look under “Updates” on our site to join online
or call 312-626-6799 and when prompted enter the Meeting ID: 942 617 477
(followed by #).
When asks for a Participant ID number, dial #.
On the phone, dial *6 to mute or unmute yourself.

Service for the Lord’s Day
Words of Welcome & Announcements
Call to Worship
One: In the gathering of school supplies,
in the harvesting of backyard gardens:
Many: God blesses us beyond imagination.
One: In the simple acts of daily chores,
in the kindness shared by a stranger:
Many: God is gracious to us.
One: In the rapture of a child watching a firefly,
in the peace of a senior watching a sunrise:
Many: God's face shines upon us.
One: We praise you, O God!
Many: We praise you!

Hymn

“How Great Thou Art”
1 O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder
consider all the worlds thy hands have made,
I see the stars, I hear the rolling thunder,
thy power throughout the universe displayed:
Refrain: Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to thee:
How great thou art! How great thou art!
Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to thee:
How great thou art! How great thou art!
2 When through the woods
and forest glades I wander
and hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees,
when I look down from lofty mountain grandeur
and hear the brook and feel the gentle breeze: [Refrain]
3 And when I think that God, his Son not sparing,
sent him to die, I scarce can take it in,
that on the cross, my burden gladly bearing,
he bled and died to take away my sin:
[Refrain]

4 When Christ shall come with shout of acclamation and take me home,

what joy shall fill my heart!
Then I shall bow in humble adoration,
and there proclaim,
"My God, how great thou art!"
[Refrain]

Unison Prayer for Forgiveness: God of this day, in the face of so many
opportunities we choose not to follow you. From our hearts to our mouths
flow words that hurt others, come thoughts that lead us away from you.
We are richly blessed, but think others should be grateful for the crumbs
we offer to them. Our claims to have great faith are disputed by our
inability to trust you in all things.
Helper of the weak, we come to you for you are gracious and forgiving.
You offer us the fullness of your love. You refuse to let us go, but sweep us
up with arms of joy. You send Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior, to lead us
into your kingdom.
Let us confess our individual sins in silence. Amen.
Assurance of Pardon

Response

“Have Thine Own Way,” verse 1
Have thine own way, Lord!
Have thine own way!
Thou art the potter, I am the clay.
Mold me and make me after thy will,
while I am waiting, yielded and still.

Passing the Peace
One: The peace of Jesus Christ be with you.
Many: and also with you.
One: Let us share a sign of Christ’s peace.
Scripture
Genesis 45:1-15: T
 hen Joseph could no longer control himself before all
those who stood by him, and he cried out, “Send everyone away from me.”
So no one stayed with him when Joseph made himself known to his
brothers. 2And he wept so loudly that the Egyptians heard it, and the
household of Pharaoh heard it. 3Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph.
Is my father still alive?” But his brothers could not answer him, so dismayed
were they at his presence. 4Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Come closer
to me.” And they came closer. He said, “I am your brother, Joseph, whom
you sold into Egypt. 5And now do not be distressed, or angry with
yourselves, because you sold me here; for God sent me before you to
preserve life. 6For the famine has been in the land these two years; and
there are five more years in which there will be neither plowing nor harvest.
7God sent me before you to preserve for you a remnant on earth, and to
keep alive for you many survivors. 8So it was not you who sent me here, but
God; he has made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house and
ruler over all the land of Egypt. 9Hurry and go up to my father and say to
him, ‘Thus says your son Joseph, God has made me lord of all Egypt; come
down to me, do not delay. 10You shall settle in the land of Goshen, and you
shall be near me, you and your children and your children’s children, as
well as your flocks, your herds, and all that you have. 11I will provide for you
there—since there are five more years of famine to come—so that you and
your household, and all that you have, will not come to poverty.’ 12And now
your eyes and the eyes of my brother Benjamin see that it is my own mouth
that speaks to you. 13You must tell my father how greatly I am honored in
Egypt, and all that you have seen. Hurry and bring my father down here.”
14Then he fell upon his brother Benjamin’s neck and wept, while Benjamin

wept upon his neck. 15And he kissed all his brothers and wept upon them;
and after that his brothers talked with him.

Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32: I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no
means! I myself am an Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, a member of the
tribe of Benjamin. 2God has not rejected his people whom he foreknew. Do
you not know what the scripture says of Elijah, how he pleads with God
against Israel? 29for the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. 30Just
as you were once disobedient to God but have now received mercy
because of their disobedience, 31so they have now been disobedient in
order that, by the mercy shown to you, they too may now receive mercy.
32For God has imprisoned all in disobedience so that he may be merciful
to all.
Prayer of Illumination
Sermon

Hymn

Rev. Kathleen Henrion

“Great is Thy Faithfulness”
1 Great is thy faithfulness, O God Creator;
there is no shadow of turning with thee.
Thou changest not; thy compassions they fail not.
As thou hast been thou forever wilt be.
Refrain: Great is thy faithfulness!
Great is thy faithfulness!
Morning by morning, new mercies I see.
All I have needed thy hand hath provided.
Great is thy faithfulness, Lord unto me!
2 Summer and winter, and springtime and harvest,
sun, moon, and stars in their courses above
join with all nature in manifold witness
to thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love.
[Refrain]
3 Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth,
thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide,
strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow:
blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! [Refrain]

Affirmation of Faith A
 Brief Statement of Faith
We trust in Jesus Christ, fully human, fully God. Jesus proclaimed the
reign of God: preaching good news to the poor and release to the
captives, teaching by word and deed and blessing the children, healing
the sick and binding up the brokenhearted, eating with outcasts, forgiving
sinners, and calling all to repent and believe the gospel. Unjustly
condemned for blasphemy and sedition, Jesus was crucified, suffering the
depths of human pain and giving his life for the sins of the world. God
raised this Jesus from the dead, vindicating his sinless life, breaking the
power of sin and evil, delivering us from death to life eternal.
Offering
link

If you would like to give electronically, follow this
Checks may also be mailed to the church office

Response of Praise
“Come, Ye Thankful People, Come” verse 1
Come, ye thankful people, come,
raise the song of harvest home;
all is safely gathered in,
ere the winter storms begin.
God our Maker doth provide
for our wants to be supplied;
come to God's own temple, come,
raise the song of harvest home.

Prayer of Dedication
May we not offer you the leftovers of our resources and our lives, Blessing
God, but let these gifts be but part of what we give back to you, as we seek
to serve your people and your creation. Amen.
Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
Hymn

“Blessed Assurance”
1 Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine!
O what a foretaste of glory divine!
Heir of salvation, purchase of God,
born of his Spirit, washed in his blood.
Refrain: This is my story, this is my song,
praising my Savior, all the day long;
this is my story, this is my song,
praising my Savior all the day long.
2 Perfect submission, perfect delight,
visions of rapture now burst on my sight;
angels descending, bring from above
echoes of mercy, whispers of love. [Refrain]
3 Perfect submission, all is at rest,
I in my Savior am happy and blest,
watching and waiting, looking above,
filled with his goodness, lost in his love. [Refrain]

Charge and Benediction
Liturgy from Thom M. Shuman: lectionaryliturgies.blogspot.com

