“Jesus told them many things in parables,
saying: “Listen! A sower went out to sow....”
- Matthew 13:3
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Service for the Lord’s Day
Words of Welcome & Announcements
Call to Worship
One: Open our hearts, O God, so we may receive the goodness you have for
us.
Many: Your showers of grace fall softly upon the loose soil of our dried-up
dreams.
One: Your words do not return
empty to you, Story-teller.

Many: May they take root deep within us,
blossoming into compassion and kindness.

Hymn
”Amazing Grace”
1 Amazing grace how sweet the sound that saved a wretch like me! I once
was lost, but now am found, was blind, but now I see.
2 'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, and grace my fears relieved;
how precious did that grace appear the hour I first believed!
3 Through many dangers, toils and snares I have already come: 'tis grace
has brought me safe thus far, and grace will lead me home.
4 The Lord has promised good to me, his word my hope secures; he will my
shield and portion be as long as life endures.

Unison Prayer for Forgiveness:
We know the seeds we have sown, Harvesting God: anger which springs
from our flinty hearts; bitterness which flows like a rushing river into
another's heart; hurtful words which wrap their thorny briars around a
friend's kindness.
Forgive us, Loving God, and have mercy. Your grace can turn our fallow
hearts into rich fields of love. Your hope can smooth the rocks in our way,
so we can go to be reconciled to another. Your love for us in Jesus Christ,
our Lord and Savior, can untangle the thorny mess we have made of our
lives. Bless us with these gifts, we pray.
Let us confess our individual sins in silence. Amen.
Assurance of Pardon
Response
“Have Thine Own Way,” verse 1
Have thine own way, Lord! Have thine own way!
Thou art the potter, I am the clay.
Mold me and make me after thy will,
while I am waiting, yielded and still.
Passing the Peace
One: The peace of Jesus Christ be with you.
Many: and also with you.
One: Let us share a sign of Christ’s peace.
Scripture
Psalm 119:105-112: 105 Your word is a lamp to my feet
and a light to my path.
106 I have sworn an oath and confirmed it,
to observe your righteous ordinances.
107 I am severely afflicted;
give me life, O Lord, according to your word.
108 Accept my offerings of praise, O Lord,
and teach me your ordinances.
109 I hold my life in my hand continually,
but I do not forget your law.
110 The wicked have laid a snare for me,
but I do not stray from your precepts.
111 Your decrees are my heritage for ever;
they are the joy of my heart.

112 I incline my heart to perform your statutes
for ever, to the end.
Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23: That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat
beside the lake. 2Such great crowds gathered around him that he got into a
boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the beach. 3And he told
them many things in parables, saying: ‘Listen! A sower went out to sow. 4And
as he sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and the birds came and ate them up.
5Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and
they sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of soil. 6But when the sun
rose, they were scorched; and since they had no root, they withered away.
7Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them.
8Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold,
some sixty, some thirty. 9Let anyone with ears* listen!’
18 ‘Hear then the parable of the sower. 19When anyone hears the word of the
kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away
what is sown in the heart; this is what was sown on the path. 20As for what was
sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and immediately
receives it with joy; 21yet such a person has no root, but endures only for a
while, and when trouble or persecution arises on account of the word, that
person immediately falls away.* 22As for what was sown among thorns, this is
the one who hears the word, but the cares of the world and the lure of wealth
choke the word, and it yields nothing. 23But as for what was sown on good soil,
this is the one who hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit
and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.’
Prayer of Illumination
Sermon

Hymn

Rev. Kathleen Henrion

“It is Well with my Soul”
1 When peace like a river attendeth my way,
when sorrows like sea billows roll,
whatever my lot, thou hast taught me to say,
it is well, it is well with my soul.
Refrain: It is well with my soul;
it is well; it is well with my soul.
2 Though Satan should buffet, though trials should come, let this blest
assurance control,
that Christ hath regarded my helpless estate,

and hath shed his own blood for my soul. [Refrain]
3 He lives: O the bliss of this glorious thought.
My sin, not in part, but the whole,
is nailed to the cross and I bear it no more.
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul! [Refrain]
4 Lord, hasten the day when our faith shall be sight, the clouds be rolled
back as a scroll,
the trumpet shall sound and the Lord shall descend; even so it is well with
my soul. [Refrain]

Affirmation of Faith A Brief Statement of Faith
We trust in Jesus Christ, fully human, fully God. Jesus proclaimed the reign
of God: preaching good news to the poor and release to the captives,
teaching by word and deed and blessing the children, healing the sick and
binding up the brokenhearted, eating with outcasts, forgiving sinners, and
calling all to repent and believe the gospel. Unjustly condemned for
blasphemy and sedition, Jesus was crucified, suffering the depths of
human pain and giving his life for the sins of the world. God raised this
Jesus from the dead, vindicating his sinless life, breaking the power of sin
and evil, delivering us from death to life eternal.
Offering

If you would like to give electronically, follow this link
Checks may also be mailed to the church office

Response of Praise
“Come, Ye Thankful People, Come” verse 1
Come, ye thankful people, come,
raise the song of harvest home;
all is safely gathered in,
ere the winter storms begin.
God our Maker doth provide
for our wants to be supplied;
come to God's own temple, come,
raise the song of harvest home.
Prayer of Dedication
What we offer may not seem significant in a world of so much, Caring God,
but we pray they may become seeds of hope, of grace, of change, of life to
all those around us. Amen.
Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Hymn
“God Be With You Till We Meet Again”
1 God be with you till we meet again; loving counsels guide, uphold you, with
a shepherd's care enfold you: God be with you till we meet again.
2 God be with you till we meet again; unseen wings protecting hide you,
daily manna still provide you: God be with you till we meet again.
3 God be with you till we meet again; when life' perils thick confound you,
put unfailing arms around you: God be with you till we meet again.
4 God be with you till we meet again; keep love's banner floating o'er you;
smite death's threatening wave before you: God be with you till we meet
again.
Charge and Benediction
Liturgy from Thom M. Shuman: lectionaryliturgies.blogspot.com

