“[Jesus] himself bore our sins in his body
on the cross, so that, free from sins,
we might live for righteousness;
by his wounds you have been healed.’”
- 1 Peter 2:24
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Fourth Sunday of Easter
Meet with us online or via phone at 10 am:
Click here to join via Zoom
Or call 312-626-6799 and when prompted
enter the meeting ID: 942 617 477
Service for the Lord’s Day
Words of Welcome & Announcements
Call to Worship
One: In the laughter of children, we hear the voice of the Gate of the Way,
and find our way home.

Many: In the lap of a parent, God's compassion cradles us in the still
waters of love.
One: The Shepherd of our lives leads us through that door into life with
him forever.
Many: We are baptized with living waters which refresh us, restoring us to
follow Jesus always.
One: The Holy Spirit, Keeper of truth, is the Light which guides us through
every shadowed moment.
Many: The Breath of life stills our worries and fears, as we are lead to that
peaceful place of God's heart.

Hymn

“My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less”
1 My hope is built on nothing less
than Jesus' blood and righteousness;
I dare not trust the sweetest frame,
but wholly lean on Jesus' name.
Refrain: On Christ, the solid Rock, I stand;
all other ground is sinking sand;
all other ground is sinking sand.
2 When darkness seems to hide his face,
I rest on his unchanging grace;
in every high and stormy gale,
my anchor holds within the veil. [Refrain]
3 His oath, his covenant, his blood
support me in the whelming flood;
when all around my soul gives way,
he then is all my hope and stay. [Refrain]
4 When he shall come with trumpet sound,
O may I then in him be found,
dressed in his righteousness alone,
faultless to stand before the throne. [Refrain]

Unison Prayer for Forgiveness: Gate of our lives, you know how easy it is to
follow the wrong paths. We can make the foolish choice to listen to foolish
rhetoric, and not to the wisest among us. While we have no trouble
locking the doors of our hearts, we increasingly grow weary of all this
social distancing stuff.
Forgive us, our Goodness and Mercy. May our hearts overflow with hope
for others, so others might be anointed with healing oil of grace. May we
share from our abundance of caution with all who hunger for hope. May
we follow Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior, to the places of service and
life with you forever, even if only from the interiors of our homes.
Let us confess our individual sins in silence. Amen.
Assurance of Pardon
Response
“I Want Jesus to Walk With Me” (v1)
1 I want Jesus to walk with me; (2X)
all along my pilgrim journey,
Lord, I want Jesus to walk with me.

Passing the Peace

One: The peace of Jesus Christ be with you.
Many: and also with you.
One: Let us share a sign of Christ’s peace.

Conversation with Children of God
You are a beloved child of God.
With you God is well pleased.
Prayer of Illumination
Scripture
Psalm 23:1-6
1The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want. 2He makes me lie down in green
pastures; he leads me beside still waters; 3he restores my soul. He leads me
in right paths for his name’s sake. 4Even though I walk through the darkest
valley, I fear no evil; for you are with me; your rod and your staff— they
comfort me. 5You prepare a table before me in the presence of my
enemies; you anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows. 6Surely goodness
and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I shall dwell in the
house of the Lord my whole life long.

1 Peter 2:19-25
19For it is a credit to you if, being aware of God, you endure pain while
suffering unjustly. 20If you endure when you are beaten for doing wrong,
what credit is that? But if you endure when you do right and suffer for it,
you have God’s approval. 21For to this you have been called, because
Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you should
follow in his steps. 22“He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in his
mouth.” 23When he was abused, he did not return abuse; when he suffered,
he did not threaten; but he entrusted himself to the one who judges justly.
24He himself bore our sins in his body on the cross, so that, free from sins,
we might live for righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed.
25For you were going astray like sheep, but now you have returned to the
shepherd and guardian of your souls.
Sermon
Hymn

Rev. Kathleen Henrion

“Though I May Speak”
1 Though I may speak with bravest fire,
and have the gift to all inspire,

and have not love, my words are vain,
as sounding brass, and hopeless gain.
2 Though I may give all I possess,
and striving so my love profess,
but not be given by love within,
the profit soon turns strangely thin.
3 Come, Spirit, come, our hearts control;
our spirits long to be made whole.
Let inward love guide every deed;
by this we worship, and are freed.

Affirmation of Faith f rom Brief Statement of Faith
We trust in Jesus Christ, fully human, fully God. Jesus proclaimed the
reign of God: preaching good news to the poor and release to the
captives, teaching by word and deed and blessing the children, healing
the sick and binding up the brokenhearted eating with outcasts, forgiving
sinners, and calling all to repent and believe the gospel. Unjustly
condemned for blasphemy and sedition, Jesus was crucified, suffering the
depths of human pain and giving his life for the sins of the world. God
raised this Jesus from the dead, vindicating his sinless life, breaking the
power of sin and evil, delivering us from death to life eternal.
Offering  Give electronically by following this link
Checks may be mailed to the church office
Response of Praise
“Take My Life”
Take my life and let it be consecrated, Lord, to thee;
take my moments and my days; let them flow in ceaseless praise; let them
flow in ceaseless praise.

Prayer of Dedication: As we offer our gifts this day, may we join Mercy and
Goodness in being in the lives of all who long for rest, who hunger for
hope, who thirst for living waters, and who ache to be part of your
community of grace and peace. In Jesus' name, we pray. Amen.
Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever. Amen.

Hymn

“May the Lord, Mighty God”
May the Lord, mighty God,
bless and keep you forever;
grant you peace, perfect peace,
courage in every endeavor.
Lift up your eyes and see God's face,
full of grace forever;
may the Lord, mighty God,
bless and keep you forever.

Charge and Benediction
Liturgy from Thom M. Shuman: lectionaryliturgies.blogspot.com

