
 

“They said to her, ‘Woman, why are you weeping?’ She said to them, ‘They 
have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him.’” 

- John 20:13 
 

 
3410 Lemay Ferry Road 
St. Louis, Missouri 63125 

314-631-9217 
https://afftonpc.org/ 

 
April 12, 2020 

Easter Sunday 
Meet with us online or via phone at 10 am: 

 
Click here to join via Zoom 

Or call 312-626-6799 and when prompted 
enter the meeting ID: 942 617 477 

 
Service for the Lord’s Day 

Words of Welcome & Announcements 
Call to Worship 
One: This is the day 
Many: hope tiptoes us awake; 
light guides us through the shadows. 
One: This is the day the Lord 
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Many: plants joy in our winter hearts; 
drowns out despair’s cries with laughter. 
One: This is the day the Lord has made 
Many: the day grace does  
cartwheels in graveyards; 
resurrection wonder outshines the brightest sun; 
an empty tomb fills us with good news. 
 
Hymn “Were You There” 

Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 2X 
O! Sometimes it causes me  

to tremble, tremble, tremble. 
Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 

 
Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? 2X 

O! Sometimes it causes me  
to tremble, tremble, tremble. 

Were you there when they laid him in the tomb?  
 

Were you there when he rose up from the dead? 2X 
O! Sometimes it causes me  

to tremble, tremble, tremble. 
Were you there when he rose up from the dead? 

 
Unison Prayer for Forgiveness: We come on this day, Dispeller of fears, 
walking through the shadows of our lives.  Too often, we believe our 
foolishness is hidden from you; too often, we stand before the open door 
of hope, wondering if we dare enter.  Uncertain of the good news offered 
to us, we would rather return to the comfort of our familiar ways rather 
than trusting in you. Yet you come, as persistent as Mary at the tomb, Joy 
of our hearts, to open the gates of hope, so we might walk in the gardens 
of hope; you come, to open the gates of grace, so we might plant peace in 
the wilderness of the world; you come, to open the gates of resurrection, 
so we might know our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 
Let us confess our individual sins in silence. Amen. 
 
Assurance of Pardon 
Response “Spirit of the Living God ” 

Spirit of the living God, Fall afresh on me. 



 

Melt me, mold me, fill me, use me. 
Spirit of the living God, Fall afresh on me. 

 
One: The peace of Jesus Christ be with you. 
Many: and also with you.  
One: Let us share a sign of Christ’s peace. 
Passing the Peace 
 
Conversation with Children of God 

You are a beloved child of God. 
With you God is well pleased. 

 
Prayer of Illumination 
Scripture     
John 20:1-18 
Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene 
came to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the 
tomb. So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one 
whom Jesus loved, and said to them, ‘They have taken the Lord out of the 
tomb, and we do not know where they have laid him.’ Then Peter and the 
other disciple set out and went towards the tomb. The two were running 
together, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 
He bent down to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he 
did not go in. Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the 
tomb. He saw the linen wrappings lying there, and the cloth that had been 
on Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen wrappings but rolled up in a place 
by itself. Then the other disciple, who reached the tomb first, also went in, 
and he saw and believed; for as yet they did not understand the scripture, 
that he must rise from the dead. Then the disciples returned to their 
homes. 
But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to 
look into the tomb; and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body 
of Jesus had been lying, one at the head and the other at the feet. They 
said to her, ‘Woman, why are you weeping?’ She said to them, ‘They have 
taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him.’ When 
she had said this, she turned round and saw Jesus standing there, but she 
did not know that it was Jesus. Jesus said to her, ‘Woman, why are you 
weeping? For whom are you looking?’ Supposing him to be the gardener, 
she said to him, ‘Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have 



 

laid him, and I will take him away.’ Jesus said to her, ‘Mary!’ She turned and 
said to him in Hebrew, ‘Rabbouni!’ (which means Teacher). Jesus said to 
her, ‘Do not hold on to me, because I have not yet ascended to the Father. 
But go to my brothers and say to them, “I am ascending to my Father and 
your Father, to my God and your God.” ’ Mary Magdalene went and 
announced to the disciples, ‘I have seen the Lord’; and she told them that 
he had said these things to her. 
 
Acts 10:34-43 
Then Peter began to speak to them: ‘I truly understand that God shows no 
partiality, but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right 
is acceptable to him. You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, 
preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. That message spread 
throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John 
announced: how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and 
with power; how he went about doing good and healing all who were 
oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. We are witnesses to all that 
he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging 
him on a tree; but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to 
appear, not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as 
witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. He 
commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one 
ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. All the prophets 
testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of 
sins through his name.’ 
 
Sermon Rev. Kathleen Henrion 
 
Hymn  “Christ the Lord is Risen Today” 

1 "Christ the Lord is risen today!" Alleluia! 
All creation, join to say: Alleluia! 

Raise your joys and triumphs high, Alleluia! 
Sing, O heavens, and earth reply, Alleluia! 

 
2 Love’s redeeming work is done, Alleluia! 
Fought the fight, the battle won, Alleluia! 
Death in vain forbids him rise, Alleluia! 
Christ has opened paradise. Alleluia! 

 



 

3 Lives again our glorious King, Alleluia! 
Where, O death, is now your sting? Alleluia! 

Jesus died, our souls to save, Alleluia! 
Where your victory, O grave? Alleluia! 

4 Hail the Lord of earth and heaven! Alleluia! 
Praise to you by both be given, Alleluia! 

Every knee to you shall bow, Alleluia! 
Risen Christ, triumphant now. Alleluia! 

 
 
Affirmation of Faith from A Declaration of Faith 
We are certain that Jesus lives. He lives as God with us, touching all of 
human life with the presence of God. He lives as one of us with God. 
Because he shares our humanity and has bound us to himself in love, we 
have an advocate in the innermost life of God. We declare that Jesus is 
Lord. His resurrection is a decisive victory over the powers that deform 
and destroy human life. Jesus is Lord! He has been Lord from the 
beginning. He will be Lord at the end. Even now he is Lord. 
 
Offering    Give electronically by following this link 
             Checks may be mailed to the church office 
 
Response of Praise  “Take My Life” 

Take my life and let it be 
consecrated, Lord, to thee; 

take my moments and my days; 
let them flow in ceaseless praise; 
let them flow in ceaseless praise. 

 
Prayer of Dedication: As we offer our gifts on this joyous morning, may the 
bring light to those in the shadows, laughter to all who mourn, and hope 
to those longing for life anew.  In Jesus’ name, we pray.  Amen. 
 
Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 
Hymn “The Day of Resurrection!”  

1 The day of resurrection! Earth, tell it out abroad, 
the Passover of gladness, the Passover of God. 

From death to life eternal, from sin’s dominion free, 
our Christ has brought us over 
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with hymns of victory. 
 

2 Let hearts be purged of evil 
that we may see aright 

the Lord in rays eternal of resurrection light, 
and listening to his accents,  
may hear, so calm and plain, 
his own “All hail!” and hearing, 

may raise the victor strain. 
 

3 Now let the heavens be joyful; 
let earth its song begin; 

the round world keep high triump 
and all that is therein. 

Let all things seen and unseen 
their notes of gladness blend, 
for Christ the Lord has risen,  

our joy that has no end. 
 
Charge and Benediction 
 
Liturgy from Thom M. Shuman: lectionaryliturgies.blogspot.com 


