
 

“He said to me, ‘Mortal, can these bones live?’ 
I answered, ‘O Lord God, you know.” 

- Ezekiel 37:3 
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Service for the Lord’s Day 
We Prepare for the Word of God 

Words of Welcome & Announcements 
 
Call to Worship 
In these days we ask, “can our hopes live?” 
And you whisper to us, 
“look to the buds on the trees eager to burst; 
notice the flowers poking their heads out of the dirt; 
watch the children chalking spring on the sidewalks.” 
God of steadfast love, we see... 
ńŪƶ̖ƼŪƟ̖ŝŪƵĨ̖Ɵƒ˥̗
In these moments we wonder, “can our compassion live?” 
And you tell us, 
“wipe the tears of a worried father over his son's illness; 
ease the weariness of a mother facing a long shift at work; 
shop for the neighbor who has no family.” 
Our Resurrection and our Life, we see...  
ńŪƶ̖ƼŪƟ̖ŝŪƵĨ̖Ɵƒ˥̗
In the shadows of each night, we cry out, “can our love live?” 
And you sing to us, 
“witness the touch of a wife on her husband's papery skin; 
pay attention to the birds which rush into the sky before spiraling down; 
share the words you are given to offer to the empty-hearted.” 
Breath of our souls, we see… 
ńŪƶ̖ƼŪƟ̖ŝŪƵĨ̖Ɵƒ˥̗
 
   



 

Hymn Glory to God #475: “Come Thou Fount” 

 



 

Call to Reconciliation 
We are fearful in these moments, and so lose faith; 
we wonder what tomorrow will bring, and so lose our trust in God; 
we see and hear (and share in) hurtful deeds and angry words, and so lose our 
humanity. So, let us wait for God's mercy and grace, as we come with our prayers 
for forgiveness, saying, 
 
Unison Prayer for Forgiveness 
We are scared, God of our lives.  There, we have admitted it.  Our days are spent 
in isolation, even when we are with family.  We wonder if you are with us or, like 
Jesus, are you taking your sweet time to come into our emptiness.  We stand 
behind the stones of fear and worry that have been rolled over the opening of 
our hearts, leaving us in the shadows from which we can see no life. 
     Yet, the good news is that you are indeed with us, God of our days. 
     Yet, the good news is that you have come, Jesus our Brother, to weep with us 
and over us, to roll away those stones, to call us into life. 
     Yet, the good news is that you cradle us in your peace, Spirit of Gentleness: 
rocking us to sleep on troubled nights; opening our eyes to the grace of each 
morning; filling us with the love and hope we can share with everyone around us. 
     Yet, the good news is still good news, and so may we trust, believe, hope, and 
live as your people. 
Now, let us confess our individual sins in silence. Amen. 
 
Assurance of Pardon 
Can our hope live?  Put your hope in God, dear friends, for God offers us that 
love which never fades, that life which never ends. We wait for God, and God 
does not fail us.  God's hope, God's love, and God's grace are forever.  Thanks be 
to God. Amen. 
 
   



 

Congregational Response  Glory to God #288: “Spirit of the Living God” 

 



 

The peace of Jesus Christ be with you. 
āŤĤ̖āŝƒŪ̖ƶŇƚń̖ƼŪƟ˥̗̗
Leader: Let us share a sign of Christ’s peace. 
 
Passing the Peace 
 
Conversation with Children of God 

You are a beloved child of God. With you God is well pleased. 
 
Prayer of Illumination 
 
Scripture: 
Ezekiel 37:1-14: 
The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the 
Lord and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. He led me all 
around them; there were very many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. He 
said to me, “Mortal, can these bones live?” I answered, “O Lord God, you know.” 
Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: O dry bones, 
hear the word of the Lord. Thus says the Lord God to these bones: I will cause 
breath to enter you, and you shall live. I will lay sinews on you, and will cause 
flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you 
shall live; and you shall know that I am the Lord.” So I prophesied as I had been 
commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a rattling, and 
the bones came together, bone to its bone. I looked, and there were sinews on 
them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them; but there was 
no breath in them. Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, 
mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord God: Come from the four 
winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may live.” I prophesied 
as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived, and 
stood on their feet, a vast multitude. Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones 
are the whole house of Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is 
lost; we are cut off completely.’ Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says 
the Lord God: I am going to open your graves, and bring you up from your 
graves, O my people; and I will bring you back to the land of Israel. And you shall 
know that I am the Lord, when I open your graves, and bring you up from your 
graves, O my people. I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will 
place you on your own soil; then you shall know that I, the Lord, have spoken 
and will act,” says the Lord. 
 
 
 



 

Romans 8:6-11 
To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and 
peace. For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does 
not submit to God’s law—indeed it cannot, and those who are in the flesh cannot 
please God. 
 
But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in 
you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. But if 
Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because 
of righteousness. If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in 
you, he who raised Christ from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also 
through his Spirit that dwells in you. 

 
Sermon Rev. Kathleen Henrion 



 

Hymn: Glory to God #649: “Amazing Grace” 

 



 

Affirmation of Faith from A Declaration of Faith 
Jesus was dead and buried, but God raised him from the dead. The risen Lord 
appeared to his followers. They recognized him as their Master who had been 
crucified. Before Jesus left them, he commissioned them to proclaim to all 
people the good news of his victory over death, and promised to be with them 
always. We are certain that Jesus lives. He lives as God with us, touching all of 
human life with the presence of God. He lives as one of us with God. Because he 
shares our humanity and has bound us to himself in love, we have an advocate 
in the innermost life of God. We declare that Jesus is Lord. His resurrection is a 
decisive victory over the powers that deform and destroy human life. Jesus is 
Lord! He has been Lord from the beginning. He will be Lord at the end. Even now 
he is Lord. 
 
Offering If you would like to give electronically, follow this 
link 

Checks may also be mailed to the church office 
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