“‘He said to me, ‘Mortal, can these bones live?
| answered, ‘O Lord God, you know.”
- Ezekiel 37:3

3410 Lemay Ferry Road
St. Louis, Missouri 63125
314-631-9217

https://afftonpc.org/

March 29, 2020
Fifth Sunday in Lent

Meet with us online at 10 am:
Click here to join via Zoom



https://afftonpc.org/
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/942617477?pwd=STJSQlVhU0M4KzR5K3FGRmZmanRIQT09

Service for the Lord's Day
We Prepare for the Word of God
Words of Welcome & Announcements

Call to Worship

In these days we ask, “can our hopes live?”

And you whisper to us,

“look to the buds on the trees eager to burst;

notice the flowers poking their heads out of the dirt;

watch the children chalking spring on the sidewalks.”

God of steadfast love, we see...
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In these moments we wonder, “can our compassion live?"
And you tell us,

‘wipe the tears of a worried father over his son's illness;
ease the weariness of a mother facing a long shift at work;
shop for the neighbor who has no family."

Our Resurrection and our Life, we see...
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In the shadows of each night, we cry out, “can our love live?"
And you sing to us,

‘witness the touch of a wife on her husband's papery skin;
pay attention to the birds which rush into the sky before spiraling down;
share the words you are given to offer to the empty-hearted.”
Breath of our souls, we see...

nU=z 506 SUZT 6f]



Hymn Glory to God #475: “Come Thou Fount”

Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing 475
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1 Come, thou Fount of ev-ery blefif-;—ing; tune my heart to .‘-‘,ing thy grace;
2 Here 1 raise my Eb-e - ne- zer; hith-er by thy help I'm come;
30 to grace how great a debt-or dai-ly I'm con-strained to be!
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streams of mer - cy, nev-er ceas-ing, call for songs of loud-est praise.

and [ hope, by thy good plea-sure, safe-ly to ar - rive at home.
Let that grace now, like a fet - ter, bind my wan-dering heart to thee.
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Teach me some me - lo-dious son - net, sung by flam-ing tongues a-bove;

Je - sus sought me when a strang-er, wan-dering from the fold of God;
Prone to  wan -der, Lord, 1 feel it proneto leave the God [ love;
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praise the mount! I'm fixed up - on it, mount of God’s un-chang-ing love!

he, to res - cue me from dan-ger, in - ter-posed his pre-cious blood.
here’s my heart; O take and seal it; seal it for thy courts a-bove.

s st —r—rs
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Written for Pentecost by a British Baptist pastor, this text is full of biblical terms like “Ebenezer” (1 Samuel
7:12), Hebrew for “a stone of help” set up to give thanks for God's assistance. The tune name honors hymnal
compiler Asahel Nettleton, who probably did not compose it.

TEXT: Robert Robinson, 1758, alt. NETTLETON
MUSIC: Wyeth's Repository of Sacred Music, Fart Second, 1813 8.7.87.D



Call to Reconciliation

We are fearful in these moments, and so lose faith;

we wonder what tomorrow will bring, and so lose our trust in God;

we see and hear (oand share in) hurtful deeds and angry words, and so lose our
humanity. So, let us wait for God's mercy and grace, as we come with our prayers
for forgiveness, saying,

Unison Prayer for Forgiveness

We are scared, God of our lives. There, we have admitted it. Our days are spent
in isolation, even when we are with family. We wonder if you are with us or, like
Jesus, are you taking your sweet time to come into our emptiness. We stand
behind the stones of fear and worry that have been rolled over the opening of
our hearts, leaving us in the shadows from which we can see no life.

Yet, the good news is that you are indeed with us, God of our days.

Yet, the good news is that you have come, Jesus our Brother, to weep with us
and over us, to roll away those stones, to call us into life.

Yet, the good news is that you cradle us in your peace, Spirit of Gentleness:
rocking us to sleep on troubled nights; opening our eyes to the grace of each
morning; filling us with the love and hope we can share with everyone around us.

Yet, the good news is still good news, and so may we trust, believe, hope, and
live as your people.

Now, let us confess our individual sins in silence. Amen.

Assurance of Pardon

Can our hope live? Put your hope in God, dear friends, for God offers us that
love which never fades, that life which never ends. We wait for God, and God
does not fail us. God's hope, God's love, and God's grace are forever. Thanks be
to God. Amen.



Congregational Response

Spi

Glory to God #288: “Spirit of the Living God"

rit of the Living God
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Spir - it of the liv-ing God, fall  a-fresh on me.
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Spir - it of the liv -ing God, fall a-fresh on  me.
. o .
srrodff e ..
25 ———— i ¢
T T T ‘ V [ |
o) | ™|
pr . | |
p A = ] p= 7
(" g =
\NS) a— 77, & 2, e 2, e
L _l
Melt me; mold me; fill me; use me
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Spir - it of the liv -ing God, fall a-fresh on me.
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KOREAN SPANISH
AolAl A T ABE YA L4A Santo Espiritu de Dios, ven sobre m.
ArolAl Al F A U A LA4A Santo Espiritu de Dios, ven sobre mi.
H1 O A] 58 a2 4 A Tomame, cambiame, [léname, tisame.
AbolA| Al = AE A 94 A Santo Espiritu de Dios, ven sobre mi.

Both the words and the music of this prayer-song were written by a Presbyterian minister from Tarboro,
North Carolina. The words were initially inspired by Jeremiah 18:1-6; a friend helped him set them to music
during an evangelistic meeting in Orlando, Florida, where the song was first sung,.

TEXT: Daniel Iverson, 1926; Korean trans, The United Methodist Korean Hymnal Committee; Spanish trans, anon,

MUSIC: Daniel Iverson, 1926
Text and Musi
Korean Trans.

1935 Birdwing Music (admin. EMICMG Publishing.com)
© 20071 Birdwing Music fadmin. EMICMGPublishing.com)

LIVING GOD
Irregular




The peace of Jesus Christ be with you.
aTH asfU =zltn 5061
Leader: Let us share a sign of Christ's peace.

Passing the Peace

Conversation with Children of God
You are a beloved child of God. With you God is well pleased.

Prayer of llumination

Scripture:

Ezekiel 37:1-14:

The hand of the Lord caome upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the
Lord and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. He led me all
around them; there were very many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. He
said to me, “Mortal, can these bones live?" | answered, “O Lord God, you know."
Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: O dry bones,
hear the word of the Lord. Thus says the Lord God to these bones: | will cause
breath to enter you, and you shall live. | will lay sinews on you, and will cause
flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you
shall live; and you shall know that | am the Lord." So | prophesied as | had been
commanded; and as | prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a rattling, and
the bones came together, bone to its bone. | looked, and there were sinews on
them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them; but there was
no breath in them. Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, prophesy,
mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord God: Come from the four
winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may live." | prophesied
as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived, and
stood on their feet, a vast multitude. Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones
are the whole house of Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is
lost; we are cut off completely.’ Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says
the Lord God: | am going to open your graves, and bring you up from your
graves, O my people; and | will bring you back to the land of Israel. And you shall
know that | am the Lord, when | open your graves, and bring you up from your
graves, O my people. | will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and | will
place you on your own soil; then you shall know that |, the Lord, have spoken
and will act,” says the Lord.



Romans 8:6-11

To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and
peace. For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does
not submit to God’'s law—indeed it cannot, and those who are in the flesh cannot

please God.

But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in
you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. But if
Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because
of righteousness. If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in
you, he who raised Christ from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also
through his Spirit that dwells in you.

Sermon Rev. Kathleen Henrion



Hymn:

Glory to God #649: “Amazing Grace”

649 Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sounc
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1 A - maz - ing  grace, how sweet the sound, that
2 "Twas  grace that taught my  heart to fear, and
3 Through man - vy dan - gers, toils, and snares, I
4 The Lord has prom - ised good to me; his
5 When we've been there ten thou - sand vyears, bright
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saved a wretch like me! | once was lost, but
grace my fears re - lieved. How pre - cious did that
have al - read - y come. 'Tis grace  has brought me
word my hope se - cures. He will my shield and
shin - ing as the  sun, we've no less days to
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now am found, was blind, but now I see.
grace ap - pear the hour I first be - lieved!
safe thus far, and grace will lead me home.
por - tion be as long as life en - dures.
sing, God’s praise than when we'd first be - gun.
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Affirmation of Faith from A Declaration of Faith
Jesus was dead and buried, but God raised him from the dead. The risen Lord
appeared to his followers. They recognized him as their Master who had been
crucified. Before Jesus left them, he commissioned them to proclaim to all
people the good news of his victory over death, and promised to be with them
always. We are certain that Jesus lives. He lives as God with us, touching all of
human life with the presence of God. He lives as one of us with God. Because he
shares our humanity and has bound us to himself in love, we have an advocate
in the innermost life of God. We declare that Jesus is Lord. His resurrection is a
decisive victory over the powers that deform and destroy human life. Jesus is
Lord! He has been Lord from the beginning. He will be Lord at the end. Even now
he is Lord.

Offering If you would like to give electronically, follow this
link

Checks may also be mailed to the church office


https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbW-b4AxKb8I9utTGHzablYuXHubq5Z7ap5JVmPErc4ZeYHCKCZhESjGNQmZ5B-6dxwIWwz4DkmPKt1mmJiFmOlQ=&ver=3
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbW-b4AxKb8I9utTGHzablYuXHubq5Z7ap5JVmPErc4ZeYHCKCZhESjGNQmZ5B-6dxwIWwz4DkmPKt1mmJiFmOlQ=&ver=3




